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they haye more points of resemblance to the Gem
and Magnet than points of difference. But it is
better to consider the differences first.

There are eight of these newer papers, the Modern
Boy, Triumph, Champion, Wizard, Rover, Skipper,
Hotspur and Adventure. All of these have appeared
since the Great War, but except for the Modern
Boy none of them is less than five years old. Two
papers which ought also to be mentioned briefly
here, though they are not strictly in the same class
as the rest, are the Detective Weekly and the Thriller,
both owned by the Amalgamated Press. The
Detective Weekly has taken over Sexton Blake. Both
of these papers admit a certain amount of sex-
interest into their stories, and though certainly read
by boys, they are not aimed at them exclusively.
All the others are boys' papers pure and simple,
and they are sufficiently alike to be considered
together. There does not seem to be any notable
difference between 'Thomson's publications and
those of the Amalgamated Press.

As soon as one looks at these papers one sees their
technical superiority to the Gem and Magnet. To
begin with, they have the great advantage of not
being written entirely by one person. Instead of
one long complete story, a number of the Wizard
or Hotspur consists of half a dozen or more serials,
none of which goes on for ever. Consequently
there is far more variety and far less padding, and
none of the tiresome stylisation and facetiousness of
the Gem and Magnet. Look at these two extracts,
for example:
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